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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DAVID HIGGINS DOMINATES THE OJIBWE FORESTS RALLY FOR FOURTH WIN
OF 2018
Detroit Lakes, M.N. - August 28, 2018 - Subaru driver David Higgins and co-driver Craig Drew
drove yet another faultless rally to take a dominating win at the 2018 Ojibwe Forests Rally,
earning their third straight victory and fourth total of the 2018 American Rally Association (ARA)
season. Higgins led from the start of the rally in his Subaru WRX STI and then expertly
managed his lead to take victory on the technical Minnesota dirt roads. Higgins’ teammate and
rival Travis Pastrana, with co-driver Robbie Durant, made a rare mistake on the opening stage
and was forced to miss the first day of action before re-joining the rally the next day.
The twisty Ojibwe stages are some of the most challenging of the year, featuring narrow, dusty
roads that wind through the lakes and overgrown forests of northern Minnesota. The fight for the
2017 ARA championship came down to the final stage of the Ojibwe Forests Rally last year
between Higgins and Pastrana, with Pastrana narrowly coming out on top. This year the event
sits earlier in the ARA calendar, with two events remaining in the championship season.
“It’s always more fun when you can drive maximum attack, but when you have a good lead it’s
really important to manage that all day,” explained Higgins at the podium celebration. “The car
has been perfect all rally, so a big thanks to the team for that again. I’m happy to get the win
and the points and we’re looking forward to the next event in Idaho.”
The expected close battle between Higgins and Pastrana never came to fruition as Pastrana
was caught out on the very slippery opening stage and clipped a concealed cement block.
Although he would power through the remainder of the stage, suspension damage to the #199
Subaru would force Pastrana and Durant to retire from the day’s remaining stages. Higgins
would press on, taking the lead and managing it for the remainder of the event, while Pastrana
re-joined on the second day and went ‘maximum-attack’ to secure overall fastest times on most
of the Day 2 stages.

“Well that’s not the way you want to start a rally. With the rain we weren’t sure how slippery it
would be, and it ended up being pretty slick! I came around the corner wide and saw what I
thought was a soft hay bale barrier. Nope,” explained Travis Pastrana. “But the team got the car
back together and we had an epic second day. We drove our butts off, we had nothing to lose
and the other guys did, but at the end of the day we had a lot of fun. A huge thanks to the team
for not only letting me drive, but this morning I asked if I could go full attack today and John
Buffum (Team Manager, Subaru Rally Team USA) said ‘drive it like you stole it.’ That was
awesome!”
The next ARA round for Subaru Rally Team USA is the Idaho Rally, a new event to the national
calendar, to be held September 14-15 in Boise, Idaho. Subaru Rally Team USA will enter David
Higgins and Patrik Sandell, with Higgins looking to secure his first ARA national championship.
Follow Subaru Rally Team USA on Instagram @srtusa, on Twitter @srtusa, and on Facebook.
About Subaru Rally Team USA
Subaru Rally Team USA is managed by Vermont SportsCar and proudly supported by Subaru
of America, Inc., Idemitsu Lubricants America, Method Race Wheels, DirtFish Rally
School, KÜHL, DMACK Tires, PIAA, RECARO and DBA USA. Follow the team online
at www.subaru.com/rally.
About Subaru of America, Inc.
Subaru of America, Inc. (SOA) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Subaru Corporation of Japan.
Headquartered at a zero-landfill office in Camden, N.J., the company markets and distributes
Subaru vehicles, parts and accessories through a network of more than 620 retailers across the
United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-landfill production plants
and Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc. is the only U.S. automobile production plant to be
designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. SOA is guided by
the Subaru Love Promise, which is the company’s vision to show love and respect to everyone,
and to support its communities and customers nationwide. Over the past 20 years, SOA has
donated more than $120 million to causes the Subaru family cares about, and its employees
have logged more than 40,000 volunteer hours. As a company, Subaru believes it is important
to do its part in making a positive impact in the world because it is the right thing to do.
For additional information visit media.subaru.com. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter,
and Instagram.
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