
Subaru Driver Travis Pastrana Wins Dramatic New England Forest Rally 
 
Cherry Hill, N.J., July 24 2017: Subaru Rally Team USA driver Travis Pastrana 
overcame adversity and attrition, including sitting with a mid-race substitute codriver to 
earn victory at a thrilling edition of the New England Forest Rally.   
 
Serving as round five of the American Rally Association (ARA) National Championship, 
the New England Forest Rally (NEFR) is a two-day stage rally that takes place on the 
back roads and logging tracks of Western Maine and Northern New Hampshire. The 
stages are rough, technical and rocky. NEFR is known as one of the roughest rallies of 
the season. This year’s run of NEFR will be remembered by fans and rally teams alike 
as nothing short of dramatic.  For Subaru Rally Team USA, overcoming personal injury 
and heavy car damage would be required on their way to a double podium finish.   
 
After Pastrana’s regular co-driver Robbie Durant injured his back on a hard jump impact 
on the final stage of the first day’s action a replacement co-driver was found from within 
the team’s own ranks.  Subaru Rally Team USA’s marketing coordinator Grzegorz 
Dorman, an accomplished co-driver, was on site and up for the job.   
 
“I found Greg (Grzegorz) at the restaurant Friday night and I said ‘what are you doing 
tomorrow?’ He said: ‘well, I’m going kayaking and I brought my girlfriend.’ We changed 
his plans!”, explained Pastrana. 
 
With a tight battle for championship points leading into NEFR, Pastrana was under 
pressure from teammate Higgins to win the event in order remain in contention for the 
ARA drivers’ championship. Driving at a conservative pace with replacement co-driver 
Dorman would not be an option for Pastrana. 
 
With a gap of less than two seconds separating the teammates going into day 2 of the 
rally, Pastrana and Dorman would need to find their pace immediately to challenge 
Higgins and Drew for victory. Pastrana and Dorman acclimated quickly, claiming a 
stage win by the third stage of day two, but the challenges weren’t over for SRTUSA.   
 
Higgins had amassed a 40 second lead as the final stages of the rally approached and 
was just two stages from the finish when disaster struck. On stage 12, Higgins hit an 
exposed rock causing severe damage to the rear suspension of the #75 car and forcing 
him to drive on three wheels out of the stage and then over twenty miles back to his 
service crew. The service crew’s efforts enabled Higgins to continue to the final stage 
but the damage meant he had just front wheel drive and no rear brakes.  Pastrana and 
Dorman would win the final stage and overtake Higgins and Drew for the dramatic win.  
 
“When an opportunity presents itself you can’t say no, but I also knew I can definitely fit 
in and keep up with Travis' driving. This is my third year working with Subaru Rally 
Team USA and I have experienced a different side of it today. Less than 24 hours after 
receiving a call from Craig Drew asking if I would be able to do it, I was standing on the 
top of the podium with Travis!”, explained Grzegorz Dorman at the podium celebration.  



“The job was to get Travis safely to the finish, but it turned out that we got more than 
what we hoped for. I want to thank Travis and the entire team for the trust they have put 
in me today. It was a great pleasure.” 
 
“I didn’t realize how much experience Greg had and how good he actually was; he 
picked it up really quick. He came through with flying colors. On the last stage we didn’t 
know how much we were down or up and I told him we had to drive this stage like it 
meant the championship, and he came through,” explained Pastrana. 
 
The 2017 American Rally Association Driver’s Championship will now be decided at the 
next and final round in the series at the Ojibwe Forests Rally next month in Minnesota. 
Stay tuned - more excitement and awesome rally action is headed your way August 25-
26th! 
 
Full coverage of Subaru Rally Team USA is available on the Subaru Motorsports App. 
To download from the iTunes App store, click here, for Android App on Google Play 
store, click here. Follow the team on Instagram @srtusa, on Twitter @srtusa, and on 
facebook @Subaru Rally Team USA.  
  
About Subaru Rally Team USA 
Subaru Rally Team USA is managed by Vermont SportsCar and proudly supported 
by Subaru of America, Inc., Valvoline, KÜHL, Method Race Wheels, DirtFish Rally 
School, DMACK Tires, PIAA, RECARO and DBA USA. Follow the team online 
at www.subaru.com/rally 
 
About Subaru of America, Inc.  
Subaru of America, Inc. (SOA) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Subaru Corporation of 
Japan. Headquartered at a zero-landfill office in Cherry Hill, N.J., the company markets 
and distributes Subaru vehicles, parts and accessories through a network of more than 
620 retailers across the United States. All Subaru products are manufactured in zero-
landfill production plants and Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc. is the only U.S. 
automobile production plant to be designated a backyard wildlife habitat by the National 
Wildlife Federation. SOA is guided by the Subaru Love Promise, which is the company’s 
vision to show love and respect to everyone, and to support its communities and 
customers nationwide. Over the past 20 years, SOA has donated more than $120 
million to causes the Subaru family cares about, and its employees have logged more 
than 40,000 volunteer hours. As a company, Subaru believes it is important to do its 
part in making a positive impact in the world because it is the right thing to do. 
For additional information visit media.subaru.com. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. 
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